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Sewage Discharge into Durban Harbour
[bookmark: _GoBack][Durban, South Africa, 10 May 2019]  Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) has suspended all diving operations within the Port of Durban and is prohibiting all angling activities due to a severe sewage discharge that poses a risk to diving personnel and marine life. 
The discharge stems from the failure of pumps at the eThekwini Municipality’s Mahatma Gandhi Pump station. The municipality has taken the pumps out of commission and is currently awaiting the arrival of spare parts from overseas in order for repairs to be effected. 
TNPA’s environmental department is engaging with the municipality and is appealing to port users for their cooperation as the City acts to repair the pumps. 
In particular the suspension of diving will have an impact on companies using the repair quays within the port’s ship repair precinct. 
The Port of Durban is unfortunately on the receiving end of the large volume of litter, effluent and sewage that is discharged via the storm-water reticulation system from a catchment area of over 200km2 in size. 
Ends       

About Transnet National Ports Authority
Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) is one of five operating divisions of Transnet SOC Ltd.  The National Ports Authority is responsible for the safe, effective and efficient economic functioning of the national port system, which it manages in a landlord capacity.  It provides port infrastructure and marine services at the eight commercial seaports in South Africa – Richards Bay, Durban, Saldanha, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, Mossel Bay and Ngqura.  It operates within a legislative and regulatory environment and is governed by the National Ports Act (Act No. 12 of 2005).  
For more information visit www.transnetnationalportsauthority.net.
[image: F:\(TNPA) Social Media-01.jpg]

Issued by:
Ayanda Somagaca
Corporate Affairs Manager
Port of Durban
Transnet National Ports Authority
Tel: 031 361 8527              
083 252 5294 
ayanda.somagaca@transnet.net 

On behalf of:
Nokuzola Nkowane 
Acting Port Manager
Port of Durban
Transnet National Ports Authority

image1.gif
IRANSNET

r

national ports
authority





image2.jpeg
‘. www.facebook.com/TransnetNPA g @TransnetNPA . @TransnetNPA




